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Coping with problem vessels in the management and operation of port facilities
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The stranding of a foreign vessel, the ocean pollution by fuel oil leak
from a vessel and the resulting damage to fishery have occurred at
various parts of Japan. It cannot be denied that similar accidents might
occur at the Port of Tokyo.

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government revised its relevant ordinance
so that it can prevent uninsured vessels and defective vessels from
using any of the facilities of the Port of Tokyo. The revised ordinance
was put into effect in May 2004. In addition, the Japanese Government
gave effect to the Amended Vessel Oil Spill Damage Guarantee Law on
March 1, 2005. This law prohibits ordinary vessels whose gross
tonnage is 100 tons or more from entering any of the ports of Japan
unless they carry the prescribed security contract in writing.

The Bureau of Port and Harbor Works, in close cooperation with the
Kanto Transport Bureau, Tokyo Coast Guard Office, shipping
agencies, etc., will continue to strive to prevent these problem
vessels from causing damage to port facilities.
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Prevention of smuggling and other crimes at the port
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It is extremely important to prevent smuggling, illegal entry and
other criminal acts using vessels or containers at the shoreline to
ensure that Tokyo remains a city that enables the local residents to
live with peace on mind.

To address the challenge to block inflows of international organized
crimes, including terrorist attacks, at the border, the Tokyo Port
Security Commission was established In January 2004 consisting
of the Tokyo Port related organizations and private sectors. The
initiatives  programmed in the said Commission include joint
counter-terrorist drills to be conducted regularly in collaboration of the
Coast Guard Office and other organizations concerned.

In the future, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government continues
sharing the relevant information and strengthening collaborative and
cooperative relationships with all the organizations concerned through
the Commission mentioned above to prevent smuggling, terrorism
and other crimes that threaten the security of the Port of Tokyo and
promote suitable port security measures to deal with those crimes.
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Response fo the amended SOLAS (THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA ,1974) Convention
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There has been a mounting sense of crisis ever since the terrorist
attacks in the U.S. regarding the possibility of the Port becoming the
target of terrorist attacks or a stopover and creating a structure for the
prevention of terrorist activities worldwide has emerged as an crucial
issue confronted by all countries.

Prompted by this, the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
amended the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS Convention) in December 2002 in order to be prepared for the
threat of terrorist attacks and such involving ships and port facilities.

The amended SOLAS Convention became effective on July 1, 2004.
On the same day, International Vessel Port Security Law was put
into effect in Japan. In accordance with the law, the Port of Tokyo
has tightened the control on entry into and exit from its terminals
and improved its security facilities (fences, gates, etc.). In addition, it
prohibits unauthorized vessels from passing through the restricted
zones even in the open water area. In addition, since July 2014, the
Port has introduced a method to control the entry and exit at the
gates by using security cards, etc., a order to strengthen its security
measures.

The lives of the local residents would be severely impacted if the
port facilities were to be the target of a terrorist attack or such. In
addition, there are also concerns that vessels departing ports with
inadequate safety measures may be refused entrance into ports in the
destination country. Safety measures for port facilities will therefore be
steadily put into place with the aim in part of assuring the international
competitiveness of the Port of Tokyo.
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